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Trade & Investment

ASEAN Economy
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UNITED STATES

CANADA
STATES

RUSSIA

CHINA

MONGOLIA

    NORTH KOREA
    SOUTH KOREA

    JAPAN
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INDONESIA

PAPUA
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NEW ZEALAND

TIMOR LESTE

SINGAPORE

INDIA
BURMA

SRILANKA
THAILAND

Association of Sooutheast Asian 
Nation (ASEAN) members

Other ARF menbers

ARF meeting on 
July 23 in Bali, 

Indonesia

ASEAN Regional Forum
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inhabitans

Global retail
e-commerce

$1,221

United States

320 million inhabitants
269 million internet users
197 million digital buyers

EU 5

327 million inhabitants
247 million internet users
180 million digital buyers

Japan

117 million inhabitants
110 million internet users
86 million digital buyers

China

1,368 million inhabitants
626 million internet users
309 million digital buyers

EU 5

537 million inhabitants
158 million internet users
87 million digital buyers
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$230
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$181
(15%)

$119
(10%)

$7
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AEC Blueprint 2025
(2016 - 2025)

AEC Blueprint
2015

(2008 - 2015)

A Highly Integrated and Cohesive
Economy

A Competitive, Innovative and
Dynamic ASEAN

Enhanced Connectivity and
Sectoral Cooperation

A Resilient, Inclusive and
People-Oriented,
People-Centred ASEAN

A Global ASEAN

Single Market and Production Base

Competitive Economic Region

Equitable Economic Development

Integration into the Global Economy

AEC Blueprint 2025

Myanmar
 88.8%

Cambodia
 99.8%
 72.9%

Vietnam
 97.5%
 51.7%

Brunei
 98.2%
 58%
 23%

Singapore
 98.4%
 68%
 45%

Laos
 99.9%
 81.4%

Phillippines
 99.6%
 61%
 36%
 10%

Thailand
 99.8%
 76.7%
 37%
 29.9%

Malaysia
 97.3%
 57.5%
 33.1%
 16.9%

Indonesia
 99.9%
 97.2%
 58%
 16.4%

Share to total establishments
Share to total employment
Share to GDP
Share to table exports
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It is challenging about Trump
when it comes to international
security, specially in ASEAN,

because we have no idea
what he would do.

“

“

ASEAN is too important
of an economic partner for

the US to bypass.

“

“

The problem for TPP from ASEAN’s
perspective is the way it was 

negotiated - ASEAN should have 
joined together and negotiated

from a position of strength instead 
of allowing to be picked apart as

individual countries.

“

“
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I don’t think TPP would disappear,
but renegotiation would be

the challenging part.

“

“

ASEAN needs to look
internally into itself

rather than looking at the US’
international policy.

“

“

What we are seeing
is the end of the American

World Order.

“

“

Trump did whatever it takes
to get the position. He’s an
objective-oriented person,

and now his objective is
pointed locally.

“

“
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ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) versus other 
regional economic cooperation agreements

Already realized 
(or significant progress
toward realization)

Targeting but not
sufficient realization

Not targeting (to any
meaningful extent)

AEC Eurozone NAFTA

Elimination of tariffs

Elimination of non-tariff barriers

Common tariffs with other countries

Liberalization of service trade

Mutual recognition of standards

Trade facilitation

Liberalization of foreign investment

Free movement of people

Intellectual property

Government procurement

Competition policy

Common currency
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When economists think of ASEAN, the separation of 
the ten countries into two groups is likely to divide the 
economic standing. The fi rst fi ve has always been Brunei, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. The 
second group will be Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, and Viet Nam. While these diff erences make 
ASEAN attractive to investors because of the diversity 
and disparities found throughout the list, in years to come, 
infrastructure development and FDI will hopefully fl ourish 
because the economies will grow and become closer. 
Instead of looking at the diff erences as liabilities, they may 
be observed as assets in aims of allowing and fostering 
growth. If the fi rst fi ve countries were to invest and help and 
aid the second tier, intra-ASEAN trade and investment will 
build a concrete friendship and alliance of ASEAN countries 
more so.  

The idea of nationalization is applicable within ASEAN. 
Countries should in fact focus on internal issues and 
aff airs, this will then allow for economic integration to 
happen at a much more serious level in years to come. For 
instance, CLMV countries should focus on infrastructure 

alone in hopes that FDI will rise and more international and 
ASEAN companies will come to set up business. Also, 
CLMV countries may model some of their own internal 
policies off  of those well-developed countries and become 
more ASEAN centric. While they are worrying about 
internal growth, they can aim this growth towards ASEAN 
policies. Harmonization across all member states will be 
implemented more effi  ciently in due time because of trade 
and FDI throughout the region from the region leaders.  
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